The God Series – Jesus Saves

Introduction
Jesus Saves
Its said the first Apostles of the church  taught that “we have been saved, are being saved, and will be saved”
13 others: Redemption, My New Covenant, Sacrifice, Gift Righteousness, Justification, Propitiation, Healer, Expiation, Atonement, Ransom, Christus Exemplar, Reconciliation, Revelation

Table-talk
What does Jesus saves mean to you?

1. Jesus Saves because he is my Forgiver
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9a)
This is where we all start.  It’s the most basic idea of being saved and the most common and most easily understood.
Children learn about forgiveness by learning to say sorry and being forgiven
A recent survey suggest that 2/3rds of people ask God to forgive them
Not just acts, thoughts, failings, “falling short”, when we mess up
We see this in the news – people affected by a crime – linked to justice in place of forgiveness.
Lord’s prayer – “forgive us, as we forgive others”
How many time should I forgive: 70 times 7
We see this in the film – Schindler List.  The incredible final scene when “Oskar Schindler” breaks down and begs for forgiveness and all the camp sign a letter of forgiveness and a gold ring “whoever saves a single life saves humanity itself”

2. Jesus Saves because he is my Hero
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
Jesus my Hero – historically called the “Subjective view” also known as or referred to as the Moral Influence view and is most closely associated with the writings of Peter Abelard (1079-1142).
In this view the cross, perhaps, can be considered as an act of Art.  Not in any negative of insignificant sense, but in the view that there is no transaction taking place.
In this view sin-atonement is an act that changes the individual person by the means of influence and is mostly associated with Quakerism.
The well known hymn “When I survey the wonders cross” reflects moral-influence and, in fact, does not reflect any other view.
In the film Spider Man Peter Parker acquired special power as result of a spider bite.  He is told by his Uncle “with great power come great responsibility” and shortly after hearing this his Uncle is killed through a chain of events that Parker could have prevented.  This could be considered an moral-influence experience.
Key here is to know that Jesus is human.  He is the best of humanity, the best person.

3. Jesus Saves because he is my Victory
Colossians 2:13-15 – “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross”
The third view is referred to as the classic view or Christus Victor – Christ the Victor.  This was (arguably) the prominent view of the early church to the period before the Reformation.  In consideration here is the cosmic battle between good and evil.
Sometimes called the Ransom Theory, different answers have been offered as to who was the ransom paid to.  For Gregory the Great the cross disarmed Satan of power and authority using Jesus as the bait and his divinity as the hook.  This raises the question “could God be party to a deception?”
Liturgically Christus Victor is the Easter motif – death where is your sting?  The cross is a victory and sin-atonement changes the whole world.  It has the danger of being universalistic and the advantage of being a non-violent view.  It is most held by the Orthodox church and also the Roman Catholic church.
This is big picture being Saved.  Not a hero – a superhero!
In cinema this theme is seen in films such as Star Wars, Matrix, or the character Aslan in the Narnia stories.

4. Jesus Saves because he is my Substitute
Isaiah 53:6 - “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
The second view is referred to “latin” view and this is also known as Substitution Atonement, Penal Substitution and Vicarious atonement.
This view is particularly associated with Cur Deus Homo (1098) by Anselm of Canterbury.  In this view no rights are given to Satan, instead God is considered the injured party.  The cross is a transaction satisfying God and God’s divine law.  It has strong roots in the OT and sacrificial lamb etc.
Many examples illustrating this view exist in cinema and popular television.  In the film Last of the Mohicans a soldier exchanges his life in the place of a guilty party in order the set that party legally free from a punishment by death.  In the television film 24 the hero Jack Bauer is referred to as “one man is needed to sacrifice his life for our freedom.”
St Anslem “you have yet to recognise the gravity of sin”.  It is clear and well defined and is transactional – grace comes from God.
It is also, possibly, attractive to men – “God with a gun!”
It potentially suggests an unstable or double-minded God who is consumed with anger and then all loving.  Transactionally this view is creedal and so requires an intelligent profession of faith – this then excludes children and those who are of diminished capacity.  It can have a tendency to be individualistic and have a narrow view of salvation focussing in personal and individual sin and not, perhaps, redemption in the widest sense.
Focuses on the cross.
The church father Tertullian (155–230) tells us of the early practice of believers making the sign of the cross over their bodies with their hand and adorning their necks and homes with crosses to celebrate the brutal death of Jesus. 
The ancient Jewish historian Josephus called crucifixion “the most wretched of deaths.” The ancient Roman philosopher Cicero asked that decent Roman citizens not even speak of the cross because it was too disgraceful a subject for the ears of decent people. 
The Jews also considered crucifixion the most horrific mode of death, as Deuteronomy 21:22–23 says: “If a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God.”
Crucifixion was likely invented by the Persians around 500 bc and continued until it was outlawed by the first Christian Roman emperor Constantine around ad 300. Although crucifixion was created by the Persians, it was perfected by the Romans, who reserved it as the most painful mode of execution for the most despised people, such as slaves, poor people, and Roman citizens guilty of the worst high treason.
The pain of crucifixion is so horrendous that a word was invented to explain it—excruciating —which literally means “from the cross.”
