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leaders, and to "gain trust of key

ethlehem siege in 2002, Canon White

earning him the nickname the Vicar of

- reconciliation that he promoted during his
time as Director of International Ministry
‘at Coventry Cathedral. The Foundation for
Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle
‘East was established in 2005 as part of his
reconciliation work in Iraq and the Middle

His main aim has been to try to maintain
communication between Shia and Sunni

~ _religiousleaders on both sides in various
‘eonflict areas".

He sees his role as trying to mediate and

~ re-establish the dialogue between

conflicting groups.

White was aware of the fear that the Iraqi
people had of Saddam Hussein’s regime,
and supported the invasion of Iraq, but
not the aftermath.

White’s lay pastor was kidnapped in April
2007; however, he managed to raise the
$40,000 ransom necessary to secure the
pastor’s release and soon returned to Iraq
where he stays most of the time.

On 11 July 2007, White arrived
in Britain after having fled
Iraq following warnings of
threats to his life, but
returned later on. He is no
stranger to danger, having
been "hijacked,
kidnapped, locked up in
rooms with bits of finger
and toe and things." He
has "been held at
gunpoint, been attacked

- the usual thing"! Many
of his staff have been
kidnapped or killed, with up
to 11 killings of staff in a
single year.

The Foundation for Relief and
Reconciliation in the Middle East
(FRRME)

Andrew is the president of FRRME who
specialise in forging reconciliation by
engaging religious leaders in dialogue,
helping them use their influence to
promote peace.

“There is no place in the world that has
the profile of the Middle East - constantly
in the news and constantly the scene of
war. Yet amidst the tragedy of the region
there are few places that have such
wonderful people. I love the people of this

region and so do we as an
organisation.

This includes all peoples of
the region:

Muslims, Christians and

Jews. In the midst of

conflict we seek political,
diplomatic and
religious solutions.”



